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COMPLETE LINE OF MASTER STREAM 


Intelli-Giant 
MONITORS 


MODEL C-6 (6”) 


Can deliver 3000 gpm/345 ft. 


MODEL C-4 (4") 


Can deliver 2000 gpm/325 ft. 


MODEL D-3 (3”) 


Can deliver 1000 gpm/290 ft. 


Whether fire suppression tactics dictate a powerful 
far-reaching master stream or a dense enveloping fog, there’s a 
Chiksan Intelli-Giant with the proper capacity to meet individual 
requirements. Hydraulically controlled, these “giant deluge”’ 
monitors can be truck mounted for mobile use or situated as a 
fixed emplacement in hazardous areas with remote controls 
located at a safe vantage point. A closed circuit hydraulic system 
is available for operation in cold climates. Direction of monitor is 
controlled by two simple-to-operate levers. With all of its powerful 
striking force and high volume output, the savings achieved 
Hydraulic controls can draw power f itive e ii f just fi ; 7 
from source of stream, or a closed OER ¢ or pen oF jus —- re can ne than repay 
circuit system is available for opera- the cost of this monitor. Send for literature and prices today. 
tion in cold climates. 
See “MODERN FIREFIGHTING”. Write Chiksan, 300 No. Pomona Ave, Brea, California, 
to arrange a showing of this informative 16 mm movie. 


CHINSAR A SUBSIDIARY OF FOOD MACHINERY AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION 


“S CHIKSAN COMPANY- BREA, CALIFORNIA * CHICAGO 5, ILLINOIS * NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 
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No. 90 INDIAN 
SLIDING PUMP TYPE 


Fire Chief S. W. Griswald of 

Westbrook, Conn., says: **I ean- 

not praise INDIANS highly 

NO. 80 INDIAN enough. There is nothing 
LEVER TYPE else will match them.” An- = . ‘ Fer oft a 
Pump and Handle other Chief says: **They are — — ' Atren, fhe 


worth their weight in gold.” Chiefs sey: 
**There is 


Send for Catalog Nothing 
Else Like 
IN DIAN 
FotReE 
PUMPS!” 


Both Types Approved by 
Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc. 
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“FOR SEVENTY YEARS THE LEADERS” ee" : 
408 Main Street, Utica 2, New York \ een, tas. 


. . - couver, B. C., Canada 
Pacific Coast Branches: C. E. Hickey & Sons, Ltd. 


Hercules Equipment & Rubber Co., Inc. San Francisco 7, Calif. Hamilton, Canada 


Halprin Supply Co. Fred E. Barnett Co. Fred E. Barnett Co. Mill & Mine Supply Co. L. M. Curtis & Son is 
Los Angeles 15, Calif. Portiand, Ore. Klamath Falls, Ore. Seattle 4, Wash. Salt Lake City, Utah SS 
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A few weeks ago an issue of Life 


Duties : ‘ ° ‘ 
a magazine contained an article with 
Police? the title: “A Really Good Police 


Force,” written by Herbert Brean. 
In one paragraph the author made a 
particularly significant statement, pointing out a con- 
temporary problem in municipal administration. He 
wrote: 





“Many communities burden their forces with other, un- 
policelike duties, such as issuing licenses, running a dog pound. 

. This probably stems from a general feeling that the police- 
man is a public servant who can be assigned any unpleasant 
or tedious job without increasing taxes to hire someone else 
to do it. That is unfortunate, 
his own job well already has an enormous and exacting re- 
sponsibility without acting as municipal chore boy.” 


for the policeman who does 


Mr. Brean might well have added fire prevention 
and fire fighting to the “unpolicelike” duties, since a 
few communities have burdened their police officers 


with these additional responsibilities. The fire service 


is aware of the efforts made in this respect by some 
municipal managers. With the idea that economy is to 
be effected these managers not only assign police officers 
to fire department functions but are also assigning fire 
department members to police functions. Mr. Brean’s 
article dwells upon the special nature of police duties 
and the need for alert, well-trained officers to perform 
those duties. Some day, perhaps, similar attention 
will be given in a national publication of general cir- 
culation to the broad field of knowledge and specialized 
training assimilated by the fire fighter. The world 
would, perhaps, be an easier place to live in if we no 
longer needed the protection rendered by police and fire 
departments. However, as things stand now, if we 
diminish the adequacy of either protection we will be 
placing a cheaper value on human life. 

For another approach to the combined police and 
fire service, read the article, ‘Professional Recog- 
tion!’ by Horatio Bond on page 13 of this issue. 


In this 35th anniversary year of 


—_ . Fire Prevention Week the President 
Prevention s eta < : 
Week of the United States has issued the 
following proclamation: 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
FIRE PREVENTION WEEK, 1957 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 


OF AMERICA 
\ PROCLAMATION 


WHEREAS many lives can be saved and property 
valued in millions of dollars conserved through effective 
fire-prevention programs in communities throughout the 
Nation; and 


WHEREAS the increase in losses caused by fire during 
the past year accentuate the need for increased care and 
greater emphasis on fire-prevention practices by all our 
people: 


NOW, THEREFORE, 1, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, 
President of the United States of America, do hereby 
designate the week beginning October 6, 1957, as Fire 
Prevention Week. 

I call upon our people to promote programs for the 
prevention and control of fire; and I urge State and local 
governments, the American National Red Cross, the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of the United States, and business, labor, 
and farm organizations, as well as schools, civic groups, 
and public-information agencies, to share actively in ob- 
serving Fire Prevention Week. also direct the ap- 
propriate agencies of the Federal Government to assist 
in this national effort to reduce the loss of life and prop- 
erty resulting from fires. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the Seal of the United States of America 
to be affixed. 


DONE at the City of Washington this second day of 
August in the year of our Lord Nineteen hundred and 
fifty-seven, and of the Independence of the United States 
of America the one hundred and eighty-second. 

(SEAL) DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 


By the President 
CHRISTIAN A. HERTER 
Acting Secretary of State 
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BIG FIRES REQUIRE BIG MAINS 


OR well over 100 years fire fight- 

ers In communities having a pub- 
lic water system have considered it 
an essential part of the business to 
know where the fire hydrants or 
“‘plugs’”’ are located. Nevertheless, 
in hundreds of occasions there has 
been a serious problem at large fires 
because hydrants were not marked 
to indicate which large 
mains and would give the best flow. 

The NFPA, the [AFC and othe 
interested agencies have long recom- 
mended that fire hydrant tops and 
outlet caps be color coded to indi- 
cate hydrants with poor, fair and 
good supply. Under this method 
red indicates a hydrant flowing less 


were on 
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than 500 gpm, orange a hydrant 
flowing from 500-1000 gpm, and 
green a hydrant flowing over 1000 
gpm. Unfortunately, few hydrant 
systems have been marked to show 
flow capabilities of individual hy- 
drants although some cities do 
stencil on the hydrant barrel the size 
of the water main to which the hy- 
drant is attached. 

Most fire protection authorities 
consider water mains of less than 
8-in. diameter of limited value for 
fighting fires where an appreciable 
number of hose streams must be 
concentrated. Six-in. water mains 
even when fairly well gridironed 
(fed from more than one direction) 


generally cannot supply more than 
two 750-gpm fire department pump- 
ing engines at their rated capacities. 
Four-in. water mains are of very 
limited use in fire protection. They 
cannot be expected to supply 2/-in. 
lines of hose but may be useful for 
filling tanks to supply 1%-in. or 
booster lines. 

Unfortunately, from the point of 
view of the fire fighter, a large per- 
centage of the hydrants in the aver- 
age community are still located in 
mains smaller than 8-in. diameter. 
In such a situation, especially where 
the smaller mains are well grid- 
ironed, there is usually only enough 
water to fight a routine one-alarm 
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fire. However, many districts served 
by hydrants on small mains have 
hazards such as churches, schools, 
shopping centers, garages and other 
properties that may require multiple 
alarm pumper assignment with fire 
flows greater than can be obtained 
from the hydrants on the smaller 
mains. If the fire department at- 
tempts to hook up more pumpers 
than these mains can supply, the 
water pressure will fall and a serious 
situation may result with no pump- 
ers getting a good supply.  Fre- 
quently, the pumpers nearest the 
fire are doing effective work and 
taking all of the water immediately 
available. Attempts to supply more 
pumpers from hydrants on the same 
small mains will be disastrous. 


Of course, it would be desirable to 
know approximately how much 
water may be obtained from each 
hydrant and from a group of hy- 
drants in different sections of the 
community. Typical fire flows are 
frequently given in reports of fire 
underwriters’ surveys and where 
available should be studied. 

However, there is a rather simple 
device that almost any fire depart- 
ment can utilize that should help 
out the water situation immeasur- 
ably at serious fires. That is a map 
which shows the larger mains of the 
water distribution system and the 
hydrants which are strongly supplied 
by these large mains. (Sometimes 
hydrants near large mains are 
served by small pipe and these 
should not be included unless flow 
tests indicate that they will give a 
good flow.) 

We have selected a water map of 
two typical cities of about 30,000 
population. These show all of the 
fire hydrants. Those on mains of 
8-in. diameter or larger are indi- 
cated by large dots in red. It will 
be noted that in most areas hy- 
drants on large mains are within 
1,000 to 1,500 ft. of the hydrants 
on the 4- and 6-in. mains. Accord- 
ingly, the following operational tech- 
niques are suggested: 


1. If the hydrants on large mains are 
equally convenient for fire fighting, make 
use of these hydrants. 


2. If hydrants on small mains are 


closer to the fire, these should be used for 
the first alarm companies. (However, hy- 
drants on dead-end 4-in. mains should be 
suitably marked and avoided if at all 
possible.) 


3. On multiple alarm fires (generally 
those requiring more than two pumpers to 
operate at capacity) assign the additional 
pumpers to plugs on the nearest large 
mains even though this means some longer 
lines of hose. If large mains are not avail- 
able, try to utilize several small mains. 


4. If pumpers on small mains near the 
fire are having trouble in getting sufficient 
water due to low residual pressure on these 
mains, run lines from pumpers on large 
mains into 2!4-in. inlets on pumpers near 
the fire. This will give these pumpers a 
good supply by supplementing the water 
available in the small mains. 


5. At distances up to 1,000 feet, pump- 
erson large mains can supply direct streams 
to the fire ground. However, best results 
will be obtained by setting up a 2-pump 
relay with at least two lines between 
pumps (unless supplementing pumps at 
hydrants near the fire as described under 
item 4). 


At a given pressure loss a 6-in. 
main carries seven times the water of 
a 4-in. main. An 8-in. main carries 
four times as much as a 6-in. A 
10-in. is three times better than an 
8-in. By doubling the size of main 
we get almost 30 times the flow at a 
given pressure. Thus, an 8-in. is 30 
times better than a 4-in. and a 
12-in. is 30 times better than a 6-in. 
Remember that in most cases the 
8-in. is the smallest size that will 
permit several modern fire depart- 
ment pumpers to work at full 
capacity. 

Under no circumstances should 
more pumps be placed on small 
mains than these can supply for the 
results will be disastrous. Use the 
water available in the nearest hy- 
drants and then supplement with 
water from the nearest large mains 
or from static suction sources. For 
large flows and long lines water from 
hydrants is preferred to drafting be- 
cause the hydrant pressure, how- 
ever low, aids the pump perform- 
ance. Do not hesitate to use pump 
relays. Multiple line relays with 
two pumps may be used to move 
water efficiently several thousand 
feet if necessary. 

At every serious fire it is essential 
that the officers know what water 
supplies are available and take steps 
promptly to efficiently utilize these 
supplies. Maps which show where 
large mains are located will provide 
vital information for the command- 
ing fire officers who want to use the 
water supply to full advantage. 


New Officers in [AFC 
LECTED as officers of the Inter- 
national Association of Fire 
Chiefs for the year 1957-58 were 
Chief Donald 8. Charles, Charlotte, 
North Carolina, President; Chief 
Reynold C. Malmquist, Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota, First Vice Presi-. 
dent; Chief A. H. Lintelman, Bay- 
town, Texas, Second Vice President: 
Chief George A. Mitchell, Opelika, 
Oklahoma, Treasurer. Jay Stevens 
continues in the office of Executive 
Secretary and B. Richter Townsend 

remains as Secretary Manager. 

The elections were made during 
the 84th IAFC Conference at New 
Orleans last month. The Confer- 
ence was attended by approximately 
2,104 fire service members. 

The 85th IAFC Conference is 
scheduled to be held in Los Angeles, 
California, September 18-21. 


Industrial Seminar 

HE first industrial fire control 

seminar will be held on the cam- 
pus of the University of Michigan, 
November 11 and 12. A program 
and more detailed information may 
be obtained from Supervisor Francis 
A. Hartman, Fireman, Training Pro- 
gram Extension Service, 4525 Ad- 
ministration Building, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 


Sparky Matches 

HE Universal Match Corpora- 

tion reports that many different 
organizations throughout North 
America are ordering the Sparky 
matchbooks mentioned in the July 
and September issues of FrrEMEN 
magazine. We have been asked to 
notify our Canadian members that 
freight for orders of the match- 
books will be prepaid only to the 
U.S. port of export. All Canadian 
orders should be accompanied with 
specific shipping instructions desig- 
nating a custom’s agent who would 
clear such orders through customs 
and who would arrange for further 
shipment from the port of entry to 
the purchaser. The match orders are 
subject to three Canadian taxes: 
import duty, excise tax, and use tax. 

For detailed information write to 
the Sparky Match Program, atten- 
tion M. Netzorg, 148 State Street, 
Boston 9, Massachusetts. 


Changing address? Notify 
FIREMEN Magazine right away. 
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Fire Department Leadership ir 


FIRE PREVENTION 


TUDENTS of fire service history 

will agree that no community 
can exist and grow without some pro- 
tection of fire department services. 
Fire can cause loss of life anywhere, 
any time. Fire departments are 
essential to community well-being 
simply because human failings so 


often lead to fire tragedies and 
skilled personnel are needed for 


rescue and fire control. The accurate 
records of NFPA through recent 
years show that 11,000 to 12,000 
persons die each year as a direct re- 
sult of fire. The frequency of fire 
incidence continues to increase with 
the growth of our population and 
communities, despite our brilliant 
scientific and technological advances. 

Every fire fighter is well aware of 
this national problem. 
appreciate, however, that the aver- 
age citizen seldom gives attention 
to what fire can do. Oftentimes, the 
citizen who is uninformed about fire 
believes that modern dwellings, 
schools, office and industrial build- 
ings are invulnerable to severe fire 
damage. 

Now, a man belongs to a vol- 
unteer, call or fully paid fire de- 
partment by choice. In 
the organization he assumes re- 
sponsibility for protecting every 
citizen and property in the com- 
munity against fire. He wears his 
badge and uniform as a privileged 
person and as symbols of his devo- 
tion to service and spirit for sacrifice. 
As long as he lives up to the tradi- 
tional standards of the fire service, 
no one will him his 
privileges. 

But competent fire service mem- 
bers know that their obligation to the 
public goes beyond wielding a nozzle 
or last-minute rescue in fire condi- 
tions. Fire departments which have 
been aggressive in their develop- 
ment have earned respect because 
they appreciate the limitations of 
public understanding about fire and 
fire departments and have acted 
accordingly. This is evident in 
many small communities and in a 
few of the larger municipalities. 


He may not 


joing 


begrudge 
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In such departments there is a 
unity of thought in the “chain of 
command.’ Usually it is the out- 
standing fire chief who leads his 
officers and men to new accomplish- 
ments in fire control, public educa- 
tion and general efficient operation 
as a vital part of municipal service. 
So much stress has been placed 
upon “public relations’? in_ recent 
years that the wise fire chief makes 
certain that his community officials 
and public are fully informed of his 
fire department’s accomplishments. 
He generally delegates some ma- 
ture, experienced officer to establish 
good relations with the editors and 
reporters of newspapers and with the 
announcers and news editors of radio 
and television stations. But more 
important is the fact that these 
chiefs realize that their departments 
have to develop knowledge and abil- 
ities to keep pace with the demands 
and economic needs of today’s so- 
ciety. As an individual employee 
must strive for efficiency and im- 


According to the National Fire Pro- 
tection Association fire safety can be 
achieved through learning to live by a 
simple set of rules. The NFPA stresses 
these 7 points of fire safety: (1) never 
leave youngsters alone even for a few 


minutes unattended children are 


helpless when fire strikes; (2) break 
the deadly habit of smoking in bed; 
(3) teach children early how to use fire 


properly and safely so that they re- 
spect fire, not fear it; (4) get out of 
the house the instant you discover fire 
or suspect one and get everyone else 
then call the fire 
department; (5) always look for and 


out at the same time 


be ready to use different escape routes 
from every room and building you 
enter; (6) keep very young children 
under constont supervision near any 
fire, stove or furnace, in the kitchen 

children two and under require 100 
percent protection from fire; (7) if 
you have any doubts about possible 
fire hazards in your home, the time to 
call the fire department is before the 
fire they'll help you spot and correct 
fire dangers in and around your home. 





provement to rise to an executive 
position, so must a fire department 
improve to maintain its superior 
position in relation to other munic- 
ipal departments that serve the 
community. 

Groups or organizations generally 
reflect the leadership qualities of 
those in command. This is particu- 
larly true of fire departments in 
their individual organization and 
operation and in the standard of 
recognition they receive from the 
community. 


WEAKNESS shown by a num- 

ber of fire departments is their 
reluctance to assume leadership in 
their respective communities.  Be- 
cause of inaction such fire depart- 
ments often find themselves sub- 
ordinate in the public eye to the 
police or to other departments in 
the municipal service. A more serious 
consequence could be fire-caused loss 
of life or needless property damage 
simply because the fire department 
did not assume its full responsibility 
of informing the public about exist- 
ing hazards and fire danger. 

The widespread development of 
dwelling inspections and other year- 
round fire prevention programs 
proves that in general, fire depart- 
ments are endeavoring to direct the 
public towards proper habits of fire 
safety. However, there still exists 
some fire departments which have 
not attempted to utilize such pro- 
grams to their full extent. With 
proper leadership and with support 
of the fire fighting personnel such 
departments can easily change their 
course to gain greater public recog- 
nition and support. 

In addition to destroying life, fire 
can be devastating to any com- 
munity. Since World War II, many 
industries and business organiza- 
tions have moved to suburban areas 
or to small towns. In time, a num- 
ber of the people living in such areas 
have become employees of these 
firms, sometimes staking their own 
economic future and that of their 
families on this employment. Not 
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infrequently, fire has destroyed some 
of these plants, shattering the hopes 
and plans of these employees. 

As an example of what can hap- 
pen, consider these excerpts from 
the NFPA’s “Report on Large 
Loss Fires of 1956.” 


There were 430 fires in the United States 
and Canada during 1956 with individual 
losses of at least $250,000. Of these, 86 
involved losses of one million dollars or 
more. ... The “‘large loss’’ fire loss in 1956 
was the worst on record. 

The 117 large loss industrial fires in 1956 
represents a 50 per cent increase over the 
78 fires in the U. 3S. 

The number of large 


and Canada in 1955. 
loss store fires 
during the past three years has been fairly 
1956, 50 in 1955 and 
54 in 1954. The 53 fires last year caused a 
loss of $24,109,000, took three lives and 
100 fire fighters). 


warehouse 


constant 53° in 


caused 105 injuries 

The 50 large loss fires in 
1956 were 9 more than in 1955 and 4 less 
than the record high of 54 in 1954. 

The 24 large loss fires in residential- 
type occupancies in 1956 far exceeded the 
number of such fires in any previous vear. 

There 


building occupants . 


were 11 fatalities involving 

. and 49 injuries 
29 to fire fighters, 20 to building occu- 
pants). Total loss from these 24 fires was 
$11,765,000. 

Reflecting the 1956 large loss fire experi- 
ence of most other occupancies, schools 
. 21 fires 
Eighteen involved 


also showed a big increase e 
caused $9,033,500 loss. 
primary and secondary schools, the other 
three were in colleges. A striking feature 
of the 18 fires in primary and secondary 
schools was that six were discovered while 
The safe 


evacuation of occupants without a single 


the schools were in session. 
injury is attributed to the effectiveness of 
the fire exit drills at these schools, 

There were as many large loss fires in 
churches in 1956 (14) as in the preceding 
three-year period. 


Modern techniques of fire preven- 
tion education, inspection of homes, 
schools, businesses and industries, 
and up-to-date methods of admin- 
istration and operation serve to 
bring the fire department directly to 
public attention constantly. In ad- 
dition, they have a definite influence 
on human behavior and have saved 
inestimable lives and property from 
fre. However, some departments 
have not appreciated the challenge 
of a sound fire prevention program. 

The fire department that does not 
adopt these modern practices and 
effect its leadership in the com- 
munity is risking its future as an 
independent, respected municipal 
organization. 


. 
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Four aerials raised simultaneously at Maryland aerial ladder short course: 100-ft. Pirsch all- 
hydraulic aluminum tractor trailer type aerial ladder furnished by the District of Columbia Fire 
Department; 100-ft. Seagrave steel ladder on tractor trailer type truck demonstrated by the 
Kensington Fire Department; 85-ft. Maxim steel aerial ladder on Mack service type chassis 
operated by the College Park Fire Department; and 82-ft. American LaFrance steel ladder 
on service type chassis operated by the Tacoma Park Fire Department. 


Aerial Ladder Short Course 


N AUGUST 5-7 the Fire Service 
Extension Department of the 
University of Maryland inaugurated 
a new course for instruction on aerial 
ladder operation and maintenance. 
Director Robert C. Byrus, of the 
Fire Service Extension Department, 
welcomed approximately 70 fire of- 
ficers and fire fighters to the training 
building at College Park. The course 
was received enthusiastically. 
Instructors for the three-day ses- 
sion included Harry M. Blank, 
Chief Engineer, Seagrave Corpora- 
tion, Columbus, Ohio, and George R. 
Layden, Chief Engineer, Peter Pirsch 
& Sons Company, Kenosha, Wis- 
consin, both representing the Fire 





Apparatus Manufacturers Associa- 
tion; Warren Y. Kimball, Manager, 
NFPA Fire Services Department; 
Battalion Chief A. M. Grunwell of 
the Washington, D. C., Fire De- 
partment; and Robert J. Smith, 
Senior Instructor, Fire Service Ex- 
tension Department, University of 
Maryland. 

Topies covered in the three-day 
short course included the hydraulic 
principles of aerial ladder operation, 
physical and mechanical factors in- 
volved, inspection and use of aerial 
ladders including spotting and stabi- 
lizing, preventive maintenance, 
training of aerial ladder drivers, and 
use of such ladders as water towers. 


Warren Y. Kimball, Manager, 
NFPA Fire Services Department, 
assisted by Lieut. George Roy, 
Boston Fire Department Training 
Division, conducted indoctrina- 
tion training on four makes and 
types of aerial ladders. 
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TYPICAL 
FARM 
FIRE 
PROBLEM 


N CORVALLIS, Oregon, a fast- 
spreading fire raced through the 
farm building area of the W.C.T.U. 
Children’s Farm Home shortly after 
noon on July 30. Destroyed were 
the combination 70 by 90-ft. frame 
loafing shed and hay barn, the 40 by 
90-ft. frame dairy barn, a 15 by 
35-ft. frame barn used for hay stor- 
age, 175 tons of hay, 7 tons of grain 
and eleven pieces of farm machinery. 
The 24 by 28-ft. milking parlor con- 
structed of masonry (a part of the 
main dairy barn) and a 24 by 36-ft. 


masonry milk room adjoining the 
milking parlor suffered minor dam- 
age, as did a frame machinery shed. 
Two 14 by 38-ft. concrete silos lo- 
cated adjacent to the west side of 


Some of the most interesting fire reports submitted to the NFPA 
Fire Record Department come from Deputy Joseph W. Gault of the 


State Fire Marshal’s Department in Salem, Oregon. Deputy Gault 


usually submits several clear pictures, sometimes supplemented by 


a detailed drawing of the fireground showing location of apparatus, 


water supply, and placement of hose lines and heavy-stream ap- 


pliances. 


The story on these pages was digested from one of his reports. It 


is typical of the fire problems encountered in rural areas and points 


up the importance of fire detection systems for farm buildings and 
an established water supply system which can be relied on for fire 


attack. 


the dairy barn suffered only minor 


damage, principally to the aluminum 
dome covers. 

The Children’s Farm Home (four 
miles north of Corvallis on U. 8. 
Highway No. 20) is located in the 
Fairplay Rural Fire Protection Dis- 
trict. Men and equipment from 
Fairplay, Corvallis, and a recently 
acquired Farm Home unit battled 
the blaze. Little or no wind existed 

a factor which aided fire-fighting 
forces in preventing the flames from 
spreading into near-by frame ex- 
posures to the south of the main 
blaze. The fire, originating in the 
loft area of the loafing shed from an 
undetermined cause, raced through 
the structure. Within a matter of 


Burning dairy barn viewed from south side, with hose lines operating on front and east side. A 
masonry milking parlor on west side of main barn suffered minor damage as did another masonry 
building at extreme left. (Photo by Office of Oregon Fire Marshal.) 
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minutes, radiated heat from this 
building ignited the main dairy barn 
on the south and a small structure 
on the north. Some 15 head of live- 
stock were driven from the dairy 
barn only minutes before the ground 
floor holding pens became an in- 
ferno. Loss was estimated at ap- 
proximately $28,000. 

The loft of the loafing shed was 
filled with 90 tons of loose hay, the 
operation having been completed on 
June 30, 1957. On the morning of 
the fire, farm employees had been 
working around the barn area. One 
adult employee had been in the loft. 

The farm commissary manager 
discovered the fire. He was in the 
vicinity of the swimming pool (some 
100 yards west of the barns) when 
he saw smoke and flames issuing 
from the west end of the loafing 
shed loft. Mrs. Walter Frutiger was 
on the back porch of her residence 
(south of the barn area) when she 
saw the fire, and she sent the alarm 
for the Corvallis Fire Department. 

The farm supervisor and the 
assistant supervisor had been en- 
gaged in testing a recently completed 
built-up piece of equipment which 
consisted of a 385-gallon tank in- 
stalled on a pick-up truck. <A port- 
able Pacific Marine pump perma- 
nently piped to the tank supplied 
water to one booster line on a reel. 
When these men saw the fire they 
moved the truck into the area be- 
tween the loafing shed and the dairy 
barn (located south of the loafing 
shed) with the intent of cooling the 
north end of the dairy barn. Flames 
were rolling out both ends of the 
loafing shed by the time they were 
able to place their small single 

(Continued on page 22) 
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PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION! 


by Horatio Bond, Chief Engineer, National Fire Protection Association 


History of the British Fire Service shows how recognition, and particularly, 
independence from police, has been achieved 


HE history of Great Britain fire departments is a 

colorful and valuable account of the fire service, cov- 
ering more than 2,000 years of development. G. V. 
Blackstone, Chief Officer of the Hertfordshire Fire 
Brigade, has written about it in a new book — A His- 
tory of the British Fire Service. His brigade is one of the 
fine post-war, county-wide departments which serves 
an area of England close to London. 

The history takes the reader from the Roman Empire 
through the Middle Ages and up through the last war 
period. Blackstone has filled his book with many inter- 
esting anecdotes about all phases of the subject. The 
volume is clothbound, with approximately 500 pages, 
48 pages of photo plates and 12 plates in full color. It 
may be obtained from booksellers and from the pub- 
lishers, Routledge & Kegan Paul, Ltd., Broadway 
House, 68-74 Carter Lane, London E. C. 4. The price 
in British bookstores is 3 pounds; postpaid mail price 
to U. S. purchasers is 9 dollars; 63 shillings by inter- 
national money order. 

The history is the best account so far of the long 
struggle of fire departments to gain independence from 
police and recognition as professional agencies. In the 
United States and Canada, except for a few backward 
communities in Quebee Province, fire departments have 
been free from police agencies. (The idea that fire de- 
partments are somehow an offshoot of police forces 
turns up everywhere from time to time. Most recently 
the idea has turned up in some small cities with pro- 
posals to integrate police and fire forces.) 

If your city authorities are advocating such integra- 
tion, this is a book you could profitably buy for them. 
Nowhere else is there such a good account of how this 
idea has repeatedly been advanced and how it deprives 
communities of good fire department service. 

The history shows the mistakes made, in a period of 
some two thousand years, in community approaches to 
fire service. Anyone who is working with fire depart- 
ments in any way should be familiar with this story. 
Insurance people, for example, will be interested in the 
accounts of insurance fire brigades which show how 
bad it was for fire departments to lean on insurance 
support. 

British fire departments have reached a different 
stage of development than fire departments in the 
United States or Canada. World War II forced the 
provision of a strong, professional and independent fire 
service. 

Today there are approximately 143 fire departments 
in Great Britain. All of these are substantial in size, 
large enough to afford a good fire staff. It actually took 
World War II to bring about this growth and organiza- 
tion, and, in spite of post-war economic difficulties, the 
small town and rural brigades are far stronger than any- 
thing available in Britain before the war. 


For many years in that country, the only fire pro- 
tection measure was the buying of equipment. In the 
early days this was an iron crook on the end of a wood 
pole for pulling thatched roofs off of buildings when 
these caught on fire. Later primitive pumps were ob- 
tained. There was no organized fire department; fire 
fighting being something left to local constables and 
beadles. Both of these were very minor officials. 

The number of police-fire brigades in England was 
influenced by the fact that one big city, Liverpool, 
formed such a brigade in 1836 and other communities 
simply followed this example. In 1857 a law was passed 
requiring all municipalities and other local authorities 
to maintain a police force. Previously, the maintenance 
of a police force had been left to the local authorities. 
Now, because of the compulsory feature, the state paid 
the local authority part of the cost of the police force. 
In 1899, at the time of one of numerous investigations 
by a Select Committee of Parliament, it was perfectly 
clear that local authorities were spending money on the 
police forces because they got a state grant. The incen- 
tive for combining the fire brigade with the police was to 
conceal many of the fire expenses in the police budget. 

One town had 173 in its combined police-fire force 
but only thirty of these had any fire training and only 
eight were on regular fire duty. In another town it was 
discovered that police were too fat for fire duty and in 
another that the police ‘managed the fire appliances in 
slipshod fashion.”’ 

The history describes all of the various reviews of the 
fire services by parliamentary committees and other 
review committees. They suggested time and again 
that fire department problems be left to the police. 
When insurance companies were running the London 
Fire Engine Establishment, company officials proposed 
that engines and men working with other parish-owned 
fire engines be put under the police. In 1861 the insur- 
ance companies decided to give up control of their 
London brigade. A Parliamentary Committee recom- 
mended that the brigade be formed under the Commis- 
sioners of Police. But the London Metropolitan Fire 
Brigade was set up in 1866 under the Metropolitan 
Board of Works and twelve years later came under the 
London County Council. London, therefore, never had 
a police-fire brigade. In Birmingham and Manchester, 
the next largest cities in Britain, police-fire combina- 
tions were not successful and were abandoned. 

Britain started World War II with 1,600 fire brigades, 
mostly weak units. After exasperating attempts at 
fighting air raid fires, some of the top professional fire 
officers forced creation of a single fire department for 
the duration of the war. Chief Blackstone tells how 
this was accomplished and how fire brigades broke from 
the police to become an established professional fire 
service for the whole country. 


FIREMEN for October 1957 13 





Fire Department 


Rescue and Ambulance Service 


ASICALLY, every fire depart- 

ment engine, ladder, and squad 
company is a “rescue”? company 
within the true meaning of the word. 
The first duty of fire fighters has al- 
ways been to save lives. Standard 
No. 13 of the NFPA and the Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters 
includes recommended lists of equip- 
ment for various types of fire ap- 
paratus. These lists include first aid 
kits, breathing apparatus and _ re- 
suscitation equipment, forcible en- 
try tools and other items used in 
emergencies and rescue work. 

Thus, in the majority of fire de- 
partments the fire rescue and emer- 
gency work is done by the regular 
fire companies. However, since New 
York City established the first 
separate fire department rescue 
company following the great Equi- 
table Building fire of 1914, many fire 
departments, large and small, have 
established separate rescue com- 
panies, emergency squads, or fire de- 
partment ambulance service. In 
some instances the number of non- 
fire emergency calls handled may 
approach the number of fire runs. 

The original concept of fire rescue 
squads was to provide crews spe- 
cially trained and equipped to use 
self-contained breathing apparatus, 
cutting torches, and other equipment 
then generally foreign to the average 
fire company. The rescue company, 
manned with picked men, was given 
many difficult assignments and its 
success story no doubt contributed 
much to the present public accept- 
ance of the idea “call the fire de- 
partment for fast, expert help where 
there is trouble.” 

Thus, in some cities the fire de- 
partments are now handling a sub- 
stantial part of the public ambulance 
service. In other communities 
ambulance service is handled by 
other public or private agencies, but 
the fire departments handle numer- 
ous calls for inhalators and _ re- 
suscitators. 

There is no set pattern for rescue 
or squad service by fire departments. 
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NFPA Fire Services Department Staff Study 


Some departments welcome non-fire 
emergency calls, and others more 
closely confine their activity to fire 
service, but maintain special units 
in support of the regular fire com- 
panies. The map shows above the 
lines the number of fire departments 
in each state in the population group 
surveyed. Below the diagonals are 
the number maintaining — special 
emergency units in addition to reg- 
ular fire fighting companies. 

In the smaller communities, where 
the ambulance service may not 
have been adequate, many volunteer 
fire departments have both rescue 
trucks and ambulances. As there 
are many hundreds of these, it is 
not practical to give detailed statis- 
tics regarding their equipment and 
organization. However, a study of 
reports of fire departments in 539 
cities of over 25,000 population in 
the United States shows that 201 or 
about 37 per cent have one or more 
rescue companies, emergency squads, 
or fire department ambulances in 
service or available for call. 

In 17 cities the fire departments 
operated a total of 36 ambulances. 
The Baltimore fire department with 
7 ambulances was in the lead, Chi- 
cago was second with 4 ambulances. 
New York City, Washington, D. C., 
and Greenwich, Conn., have 3 each. 
Greenwich which is partly a vol- 
unteer department also has an emer- 
gency truck and 5 squad cars. 

There is no clear definition as to 
what is a rescue company and what 
is a squad. Presumably, the “squad 
company” developed from the man- 
power squad devised to rush man- 
power to fires in the early days of 
motor vehicles when much of the 
fire apparatus was still horse-drawn. 
In many cases these units were the 
logical ones to be first provided with 
masks, inhalators, resuscitators, and 
similar emergency equipment. Chi- 
cago has some 11 squad companies 
in service, and one of these gen- 
erally accompanies the engine and 
ladder companies to still alarms for 
building fires. Additional squads 


may be dispatched to larger fires. 
The Chicago squads are manned as 
regular fire companies, while their 
ambulances are generally manned by 
detailed personnel. Detroit has 
some 7 fully manned squad com- 
panies and a driver on duty with the 
ambulance. 

New York City has 5 rescue com- 
panies with a large variety of special 
equipment. For a long time these 
companies did most of the mask 
work, but in recent years masks 
have been distributed throughout 
the department. The FDNY also 
has four new manpower squads lo- 
cated in Harlem, Bronx, and Long 
Island City, and other areas of high 
fire frequency. These are designed 
to provide full manning for first 
alarm apparatus and reduce the 
number of multiple alarms. These 
are not the rescue type squads, but 
carry a generous supply of masks 
and breathing apparatus, resuscita- 
tors, and similar equipment. Toledo, 
Ohio, has 4 manpower squads to 
assist undermanned companies. 

Philadelphia has a field hospital 
van operated by the Special Services 
Company in addition to other emer- 
gency equipment including a cascade 
truck for recharging breathing ap- 
paratus. In addition, Philadelphia 
has 10 rescue companies. Four of 
these are “heavy rescue” units with 
large enclosed vans with 5 or 6 men 
on duty. The others are “light 
rescue” with 2-man crews. 

Buffalo handles its emergency 
calls with 7 panel trucks, one for 
each battalion. These are manned 
as needed by 2 men detailed from the 
engine and truck companies in the 
same quarters. 

Los Angeles has 4 rescue or emer- 
gency trucks and 2 ambulances with 
one or two men on each piece. They 
also have a manpower squad which 
responds in the high value district 
and to multiple alarms as assigned. 

San Francisco has 2 rescue com- 
panies each with generally 6 men on 
duty. Denver has 2 rescue com- 
panies each with 5 men on duty 
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Map of United States showing number of fire departments in cities of over 25,000 population covered in this staff study. Figure above diagonal 
shows number of fire departments in state; figure below diagonal shows number maintaining special emergency units. 


which also carry 
equipment. 

A number of cities equip the 
emergency squads with regular 
pumpers or booster pumps so that 
these can also perform at least cer- 
tain functions of a fire fighting en- 
gine company as required. New 
Haven, Conn.; Fort Wayne, Indian- 
apolis; South Bend, Indiana; Brock- 
ton, Lowell, and Salem, Mass., have 
pumper squads or booster squads. 

Several cities have high pressure 
fog rigs on their rescue or squad 
apparatus. They include Cambridge, 
Mass., Lansing, Mich. (which also 
has a first aid car), and Linden, N. J. 

Columbus, Ohio, has a fire squad 
with 5 men on duty and 4 inhalator 
squads of 2 men each. 

Austin, Texas, has 4 booster 
squads, with 2 men each; El Paso 
has 2 with 1 man each; Houston has 
2 rescue trucks with a driver each; 
Dallas has a rescue truck manned by 
a detail. 

We have previously reported 
FireMeEN (January, 1955) about 


some salvage 


Prior to 
1954 there were 3 rescue companies 
answering most of the emergency 
calls. This resulted in long runs and 
some delays in some of the isolated 
sections of the city. The present or- 
ganization includes a heavy rescue 
company responding to alarms in 
the central business district and 
special calls elsewhere. Six engine 
companies have been provided with 
special apparatus and rescue squad 
equipment to provide prompt service 
in all sections. In addition, 30 lad- 
der trucks are equipped with re- 
suscitators and handle calls for this 
equipment in their own districts. 

In 156 of the cities having special 
emergency units such as ambulances, 
rescue, or squad trucks, there was 
only one vehicle equipped or avail- 
able for this service, making it diffi- 
cult to handle simultaneous calls. 
Twenty-three fire departments mins 
2 emergency vehicles each; and 22, 
all but 4 in cities of over 100,000 
population, have 3 or more each. 
All of the cities of over 100,000 


the Boston rescue service. 


population maintain rescue or squad 
units, but less than one-third of the 
cities in the 25,000 to 100,000 popu- 


lation group have such squads. 


Reproduced by permission of ** Punch.” 


Cartoon from “Fire,” Journal of the British 
Fire Services, September, 1957 issue. 
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COMBATING BRUSH FIRES 


IN CALIFORNIA  n:: 


The forest and brush areas in western states 
pose a continual fire problem. For nearly 
5O years municipal, county and forestry 
fire-fighting organizations have been trying 
to develop pumps and apparatus to work 
effectively in the hilly and mountainous 
In this second of two articles Cliff 
Dektar describes some of the techniques and 
latest apparatus, and highlights some of the 
practical experience of the Los Angeles and 
Los Angeles County fire departments. The 


areas. 


first article was in the September, 1957, issue 
of FIREMEN Magazine. 


NE of the major problems faced 

by the men responsible for 
control and suppression of brush 
fires is that of obtaining adequate 
and properly trained personnel. 

Even in areas like California 
where many departments and agen- 
cies have outstanding mutual aid 
agreements and numbers of trained 
men, the problem can be difficult, 
but to a small community lack of 
manpower can be a major problem. 

Development of a good auxiliary 
fire-fighting force and training of 
regular fire personnel in effective 
techniques is vitally important. 

Los Angeles City and County Fire 
Departments and the California 
Division of Forestry positively dis- 
courage the use of untrained men. 

The problem is that, on large fires, 
non-trained civilians often rush for- 
ward volunteering their services. At 
the Malibu fire, radio and television 
stations appealed to such volun- 


A 


The California Division of Forestry has had success with two-day conferences in which fire officers 
solve large-scale problems of forest and brush fire fighting. This typical conference includes the 
“progressive fire personnel’’ on the stage at right. 
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teers to stay away from the disaster 
area — they wouldn’t be accepted. 

A recent Los Angeles City Fire 
Department bulletin on use of 
volunteers gives that fire depart- 
ment’s views rather clearly: “‘The 
‘Manual of Operations’ prohibits 
the use of civilians in actual fire- 
fighting work. Recent events at 
fires have emphasized the need of 
strict enforcement of this rule. Such 
use offers the possibility of civilians 
becoming injured and alleging that 
their services were accepted. Par- 
ticularly at brush fires, civilians 
should be kept from working on 
hose lines and entirely out of the 
danger area.” 

Officials who have had years of 
experience point out that untrained 
personnel are actually a hazard in- 
stead of a help on a brush fire be- 
cause of the potential explosive 
danger of these wildland fires. 

“We could spend more time 
watching our volunteer civilians 
than we do fighting the fire,” 
commented one chief officer. 

Military personnel, prisoners and 
agricultural workers can be used 
for manpower purposes, but they 
should be carefully supervised by 
trained personnel. In no event 
should teen-agers, like Boy Scouts, 
be used directly on the fire lines! 

A good source of auxiliary per- 
sonnel for a smaller community are 
able-bodied men from the road and 
water departments. They should be 
adequately instructed in basic 


by Cliff Dektar 


watershed fire-fighting and over. 
impressed with all of the important 
safety rules for such work. 

This training should not be dif- 
ficult considering that the California 
Division of Forestry has perhaps one 
of the largest training problems in 
existence, training approximately 
1,500 seasonal fire suppression men 
each year. 

Instructors for Division of For- 
estry use a basic training manual of 
their own preparation and normally 
prepare lesson plans covering each 
important item. 

The California Division of For- 
estry’s booklet on forestry employ- 
ment has several important passages 
on the duties of the forest fire 
fighter which are interesting and 
well-phrased: ‘“‘. . . the fire fighter 
is part of a team and must learn to 
work and live as a contributing 
member of that team.” “. . . For- 
malized training is given to the fire 
fighter in the techniques of fire 
control as far in advance as pos- 
sible of the time he is called upon 
to participate in this very hazardous 
and difficult type of work. Highly 
developed skills are employed on 
combating fires, and there is not 
time to train men after the fire 
occurs. Basic classroom instruction 
rounded out by application and ex- 
perience on actual fires provides the 
best means of teaching these 
skills... .” 

For supervisors the Division set 
up a “progressive fire panel.”’ This 
group tackles a theoretical fire which 
is laid out on a large map. Prob- 
lems are outlined and start with a 
fireman making an initial attack, 
then the problem grows to a com- 
plex major fire with all higher- 
ranking officers taking charge. 


Los Angeles County trains all 
uniformed personnel at its modem 
training center and drill tower ad- 
jacent to its East Los Angeles head- 


quarters. The fire fighters receive 
complete instruction here in basic 
fire-fighting techniques and drills for 
structures and watershed. 
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“After graduation, we send the 
men for a period to an engine com- 
pany in a structural area, a company 
in a primary watershed area and a 
truck company before giving him 
his initial assignment,’ reports Bat- 
talion Chief George Brunton, the 
County’s training officer. “In this 
way the rookie is exposed to all the 
types of fire fighting he will en- 
counter while with our department, 
and he at least has basic field ex- 
perience with a watershed unit.” 

The same department also uses 
an excellent mimeographed outline 
of watershed fire fighting which 
simply and basically covers the 
many problems involved. 

In addition, Los Angeles County 
firemen supervise the training of the 
juvenile forestry camp crews. Los 
Angeles County pioneered this proj- 
ect in which delinquent boys in 
their late teens are sent by the 
Juvenile Court to forestry camps 
instead of to jail or prison. Here in 
the clean outdoors, they work on 
fire trails and other projects, and, 
broken down into crews, respond for 
work on brush fires. 

The boys are all well trained and 
work under direct supervision of a 
civilian foreman, with a fireman de- 
tailed on fires. The crew moves in 
a truck equipped with red light, 
siren, radio and all tools and equip- 
ment from canteens to shovels. 

The department’s Forestry 
Watershed Training Course for the 
boys takes 80 hours and includes the 
following subjects: discipline, safety, 
fire prevention, fire behavior, funda- 
mentals of line construction, hand 
tools, fire suppression, hose lays, 
first aid on fire lines and field prob- 
lems. 

“A chief should survey his water- 
shed problem and then see that 
adequate motorways, firebreaks and 
trails are built to provide access 
to the back country,” said Assistant 
Chief Harvey Anderson of Los 
Angeles County. ‘He should also 
plan for construction of tanks and 





























The California Division of Forestry uses this “Cessna”’ 170 plane for patrol work in the Mendocino 


area. It is hired for the Division by forest industries. 


Here the aerial patrolman and a ground 


patrolman confer over a map. Jeep at right is used for ground patrol work. 


catchment basins in the areas if 
there are no streams or ready mass 
supply of water.” 

Various agencies use different 
methods for their construction. Los 
Angeles City maintains a civilian 
crew for these projects, the County 
uses forestry boys plus civilians, 
while the California Division of 
Forestry uses prisoners and boys 
from California Youth Authority 
camps. 

All personnel of Los Angeles City, 
County and the California Division 
of Forestry, as well as many other 
similar agencies, are well equipped 
and clothed for fire fighting. 

Helmets for the forestry camp 
crews, goggles, heavy shoes, can- 
teens and face masks are included. 

“Proper clothing of personnel will 
prevent many injuries,”’ said Elmer 
Osterman, Fire Prevention Coordi- 
nator for the California Division of 
Forestry’s District VI. “Injuries 
occur when untrained, poorly con- 
ditioned and improperly clothed 
men are put to work. This is why 
we discourage strictly volunteer 
help. 

“Forest fire fighting in California 
is a hazardous job, even for skilled, 
well-trained firemen. As you well 
know, the fine record of a few in- 
juries on the Malibu fire was due to 
the use of trained firemen on a mu- 
tual-aid basis to handle the job.” 

Basic training of regular and 
auxiliary personnel certainly should 
and must be supplemented with 


(Left) A D-7 Division of Forestry 
bulldozer unit is located at Boon- 
ville Forest Fire Station. Note 
the sign on the bumper which 
warns oncoming traffic of the 
wide bulldozer blade. Usually 





























such units have an assigned pilot 
car, but for this particular unit 
an Assistant Ranger's or Patrol- 
man's pick-up is used as the 
pilot car. 


planning sessions for regular firemen 
and chief officers along the lines of 
the California Division of Forestry’s 
“progressive planning.” 

“Pre-planning is vital to control 
of structural fires,” said Chief 
Anderson. “But too few firemen 
realize the same pre-planning must 
be employed for watershed fires. 
Every chief should ask: ‘What will 
I do? How will I attack this 
situation?’ ’ 

Chief Anderson points out that 
not only the chiefs, but all men who 
roll into a brush area must know the 
ground, the firebreaks and the 
trails. 

“You must know what’s over the 
next ridge before the fire gets there 
so you can make your stand if 
necessary. Wild fires move fast 
and your mind must move even 
faster or disaster may occur. 

“Don’t worry about flames in 
the middle of a burn,” said Chief 
Anderson. ‘First contain the peri- 
meter and then the inside. We left 
some pretty good-sized fires going 
inside of our perimeter at Malibu. 

“But I can’t emphasize the im- 
portance of cold trailing around the 
perimeter.’’ (Cold trailing is simply 
digging to mineral earth a 3- to 5-ft. 
wide line around the perimeter of 
the fire.) 

Anderson added a warning never 
to get in front of a good running 
brush fire, particularly when it’s 
going up hill. 

There are many new types of 
equipment and techniques being 
developed by the stepped-up re- 
search programs for watershed fire 
control, particularly the fine pro- 
gram at the California Forest and 
tange Experiment Station at the 
University of California, Berkeley, 
and some of the field research being 
done under supervision of Dr. John 
D. Gerletti at the University of 
Southern California. 
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Los Angeles County Fire Department has two 
of these 4-wheel drive rigs in service at key 
watershed area stations. They feature a 
500-gal. tank, a 500-gpm Waterous pump, 
a 295-hp engine and 4-wheel drive. The 
trucks have a turning radius of 33 ft., will 
climb a 45 percent grade, have air brakes 
and power steering. They carry 25 ft. of 
1%-in. hose, 1,000 ft. of 1-in. hose, twin 
power reels with 300 ft. l-in. cotton jacket 
hose, and are equipped with two-way radio. 
(Los Angeles County F. D. photo) 


Use of helicopters, aircraft and 
retardant chemicals are but a few 
of the techniques now being put into 
operation and being tested by the 
station under direction of Dr. Keith 
Arnold. 

One word about the weather. 
Fire-fighting agencies in the West 
work closely with the Weather 
Bureau and on days of extreme low 
humidity and high winds, double 
patrols alert all personnel and spot 
heavy equipment in vital areas. 

But the weather is one factor 
which can outdo all the fine train- 
ing and modern equipment that man 
can muster against fire. 

On a major fire, such as the one 
at Malibu, virtually nothing can 
stand in front of gale-like winds. 

In the end analysis it still takes 
trained men and equipment to 
combat a brush fire successfully. 


NFPA No. 295M 


COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION 
AND EQUIPMENT 
FOR 
FIGHTING FOREST, GRASS 
AND BRUSH FIRES 


84 pages, 4% by 7% in. 


$1.00 per copy 


Write to 
NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION 
ASSOCIATION 


60 Batterymarch Street 
Boston 10, Massachusetts 
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Golden Anniversary for Volunteers 


Shown above are apparatus and personnel of the Willow Grove Volunteer Fire Company, 
Willow Grove, Pennsylvania. This year the Company is celebrating its fiftieth anniversary. It 
was first organized in 1907 with only a hand-drawn hose cart and a few members. Today ap- 
paratus consists of a Mack triple combination 750-gpm pump, a Mack “quad” with a 750 gpm, 
two American LaFrance 750-gpm pumps, and a 1956 rescue and utility unit on a Chevrolet chassis. 
The Fire Company is headed by Chief Clarence Kirk and consists of two separate organizations 

a Board of Trustees, headed by William W. Banger, and the active crew of fire fighters. 


New Regulations for Nursing Homes 


N AUGUST, new regulations for 

nursing homes in the State of 
Connecticut were announced to the 
Connecticut State Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation Convention by Captain Car- 
roll E. Shaw, commanding officer of 
the State Fire Marshal’s Office. 

The new regulations, amending 
the Connecticut Fire Safety Code, 
became effective August 27, 1957. 
They prohibit the conversion of any 
combustible building to a hospital; 
the conversion of any combustible 
building of more than one story in 
height to a convalescent home or 
home for the aged. A combustible 
building of no more than one story 
in height may be converted to a 
boarding home for the aged or con- 
valescent home provided such build- 
ing is completely protected by auto- 
matic sprinklers installed and main- 
tained in accordance with proper 
and accepted standards. 

The regulations further provide 
that all existing convalescent homes, 
hospitals and homes for the aged of 
combustible construction shall be 
completely protected by automatic 
sprinklers on or before January 1, 
1959. In noncombustible buildings 
or in buildings completely protected 
by a system of automatic sprinklers 
stand-by attendants will no longer 
be required. 

Connecticut thus becomes the 
first state to have sprinkler laws for 
such buildings enforceable on the 


State level. It is hoped that fire 
service members in other states will 
have equal success in improving the 
regulations pertaining to fire pro- 
tection of nursing homes and other 
properties for the aged and con- 
valescent. 


New Instructor at Maryland 

R: B. “Skip” Smith has joined 

the staff of the Fire Service Ex- 
tension Department of the Univer- 
sity of Maryland. The staff is 
headed by Director Robert C. 
Byrus, Chairman of the NFPA 
Farm Committee and an active 
participant in many other com- 
mittee activities. 

“Skip” Smith joins the Maryland 
Firemen’s Training Program with 
a good background of fire depart- 
ment service. He has been a member 
of the Williamsburg, Virginia, Fire 
Department since 1946, and since 
1953 he has been Assistant Fire 
Marshal of that Department. 


Fine Chiefs in the South! 
PLAN NOW TO ATTEND 
THE 


NFPA REGIONAL MEETING 


AT THE 


JOHN MARSHALL HOTEL 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


NOVEMBER 18-20, 1957 



















Rockwood SG-60 
WaterF0G Nozzle 
is five nozzles in one 


The lightweight Rockwood SG-60 WaterFOG Nozzle 
eliminates “special” or single-purpose nozzles! It actu- 
ally does the work of five nozzles to put out fires 
faster, safer and more economically. 
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Low-velocity WaterFOG through 
the Applicator 

x Solid- Water Stream through } 

the Solid Stream Opening 














Solid-Foam Stream with the 
FF Extension 





KR high-velocity WaterFOG 
through the WaterFOG tip 


Wide Angle FogFOAM pattern 











Here's what you need to put out ordinary 
combustibles and flammable liquids . . . 


emma [och 00! Dovble 
= i a Strength FOAM. 
’ aia aed 
ROCKWOOD Puts out fires in 






FOAM and “Wet” Eductor with 
the new FW Metering-Check 
Valve. Introduces Rock- 
wood FOAM or “Wet” into 








Rockwood WET. One | 
part WET mixed | 
with 99 parts water 




















flammable liquids, I increases water's 
hose lines, automatically f Double and in ordinary bg penetration and | 
proportioning correct | <r # combustibles, f extinguishing 
amount of FOAM and FOAM | quicker, at lower action. Gives quick- 
“Wet” to water. Also usable cost. Three parts : est results against 
wherever one liquid is fed Saas FOAM and 97 parts ‘> rls cour deep seated fires. 
into another on a fixed See menue crore os4 water create a heat- ~ svn eee eee Saves time, water, 
percentage basis. ——— resistant blanket. manpower. 

















FF Extension Unit. Shown with Type d h b h 
SG-60 Nozzle. Discharges Rockwood an ere S t e way to 


FOAM in a solid stream or as Fog- 


FOAM. Wide angle makes it possible to cover large areas at one time. get more in formation 








ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY 


Portable Fire Protection Division 
Bayonet Piercing Applicator. Has a hardened steel cutting tool attached 2005 Harlow Street 


to tip, enabling operator to pierce through partitions, into interiors, Worcester 5, Massachusetts 
ete. Discharges low velocity WaterFOG. . 





Please send me your illustrated booklet on 
Rockwood fire-fighting products. 











Long Extension Applicator. Discharges low velocity WaterFOG in an 
umbrella pattern, smothering fire without causing turbulence to flam- 
mable liquids. Excellent personnel protection is another advantage. 











Name... 






PY CNIS hohe caved xen aes 
ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY | Ns no ntixcinandansaee seins vennnee’ 
Engineers Water . . . to Cut Fire Losses | ORD. sacconeeoresssnsccnensnesnsees , 
Distributors in all principal industrial areas D ices isincasanatacdssive’ ose 
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Occupancy Fire Record 
LECTRICAL appliance as 
sembly plants are covered in 
the latest Occupancy Fire Record} & 4 
released by the NFPA Fire Record 
Department. This 16-page 8!-in. 


by 1ll-in. illustrated booklet an- 
LEATHER ALUMINUM PLASTIC alyzes typical fires involving such 
AND plants. Useful tables in the back 


point out the causes of fire, where 


PERSONAL fire started, and the factors con- 


tributing to damage in 100 electrical 
appliance assembly plant fires. There 
is also a breakdown on the special 


FOR and common hazards. For example, 
spontaneous ignition and overheated 


FI R EME ad process equipment each proved to 
be special hazards in 18 fires. 

The booklet may be obtained 

TURNOUT SUITS RUBBER COATS RUBBER BOOTS from the NFPA Publications De- 

RUBBER-LINED MITTENS ASBESTOS GLOVES partment for 50 cents per copy. 


SAFETY BELTS OFFICERS’ BELTS CAPS BADGES 


SECRETARY'S RECORD BOOKS Booklet on 
LOOSE-LEAF FIRE RECORD BOOKS Electrical Wiring 
ene en ee WELL-ILLUSTRATED 6 by 


Write for Catalog 350 9-in., 24-page booklet is being 
- istri 2 4 » National Elec- 
CAIRNS & BRO., Inc. — Allwood, Clifton, N. J. ne Sy a Se See 


trical Manufacturers Association. 


Written in clear, non-technical style, 
Re mmr 2 18 2 = it presents simple facts which the 
homeowner should know about elec- 


= ae : trical wiring. It describes proper 
PO @2@2@2@O@O2O2@2@@O@@QQQQ"q Powe B : 8 pe 
fusing, use of various sizes of elec- 
g 


trical wiring, a homeowner’s inspec- 
tion of the meter, main switch, fuse 
box and circuits, some simple calcu- t 
lations of wattage, and includes a | troub 
section titled “Why They Have Fire | San | 
Departments.” found 
Titled “Bright Ideas for Ladies,” ] ment: 
the booklet is available at no charge He 
from the Armored Cable Section, | neith 
National Electrical Manufacturers So, 
Association, 155 E. 44th Street, > for a 
New York 17, N. Y. Chief 
Cullo 
ining 
NEW! FOR YOU! office 
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Sturdy Alligator Clasp pair $2.50. Dep: 


Back, $1.98. mom 
Also available 

FD LAPEL car emblems for l 

BUTTON — Aux. Fire Dept., sma, 


Geld finish Civ Defense, 
—lacquered. Civ. Air Patrol, confi 
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HALE FIRE PUMP COMPANY |. "i Setece [Pie 


STA-DRI CO., 6th Avenue 
~ M - back as a 
C ons h o tn oc ken . Pa \ Dept. F-10, Whitestone, N. Y. quuanies. pis medi 






























because the 
ft FULL LINE 
Wh of HALE Pumps 
are: 


Noted for Dependability and High Efficiency 


Flexible in Performance Providing Volume and Pressure When 
Needed 


Completely Modern . . . and Kept Modern by Constant Laboratory 
and Field Research Aiming for Simplicity, Efficiency and Quality. 
New, Simplified and Improved Models Are Always Under Study 





Sold Only Through Manufacturers of Quality Apparatus 


Backed up by a Broad Line of Efficient Booster Pumps, Portable 
Fire Pumping Units, Valves and Foam Proportioners 





Write Today for Up-to-date Information on HALE 
Fire Pumps and Fire Pumping Units. No Obligation. 
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“Just put it there, son, and hold steady!” 


(Photos courtesy Union-Tribune Publishing Co., San Diego) 


BOY MEETS FIREMAN! 


OYS, particularly small ones, are renowned for 

their inquisitiveness and penchant for getting into 
trouble. Typical was three-year-old Carl Melanese of 
San Diego, who, one afternoon about a month ago, 
found an iron hub from an old wagon wheel. Experi- 
mentally, he slipped it over his head. 

He couldn’t get it off; his mother couldn’t get it off; 
neither could the neighbors nor a policeman. 

So, a call was sent to the San Diego Fire Department 
for assistance. Included in the response were Fire 
Chief George E. Courser, Battalion Chief L. R. Me- 
Culloch, and Fire Captain Wallace Eiter. After exam- 
ining the erying patient and offering reassurance, these 
officers elected Captain Eiter as operating surgeon. 

Relying on a keen eye and deft hand Captain Eiter 
applied the hacksaw to the iron band around Carl’s 
neck, cautioning the lad not to lose his head. The 
photos on this page, taken by Ted Lau of the San 
Diego Union, show the sequence of the operation, and 
the reason for the kiss on this month’s cover. 

We know that Carl, his parents and his neighbors will 
always remember Captain Eiter and the San Diego Fire 
Department for their efficient performance in this 
moment of crisis. We also know that thousands of 
small boys will continue to get into such predicaments, 
confident that if things get “real rough”’ the fire depart- 
ment will always be there to rescue them. In fact, boys 
might well paraphrase a wartime slogan and adopt it 
as a rallying cry — ‘The difficult we can get into im- 
mediately — the impossible takes us a little longer'”’ 


~ ‘ 


“Take it easy, now. We hardly ever cut a neck all 
the way through.” 


“See — there you are! Nothing to it!” (What fix 
will he be in tomorrow?) 
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Typical Farm Fire Problem 
(Continued from page 12) 
booster line in operation and the 
intense heat soon forced withdrawal. 
The men, aided by several of the 
older boys who had arrived on the 
scene, next directed their efforts to 
the removing of the stock from the 
dairy barn, while other employees 
and boys pushed and drove buses, 
trucks and tractors out of the park- 

ing area south of the dairy barn. 
Both large barns were heavily in- 
volved by the time outside assist- 


Write Today For This NEW Catalog 


(Right) View from west side 
of involved buildings. Frame 
shed in right foreground was 
ignited by radiated heat. 
Framework of dairy barn is 
visible in left background. 
Concrete silos in center suf- 
fered only minor damage to 
aluminum hoods on top. Photo 
was taken before a 2'2-in. 
line was placed in operation 
in this area. (Photo by Office 
of Oregon Fire Marshal.) 


SPECIFY YOUR TITLE ON YOUR REQUEST 


Everything 
for 
Fire 

Depts. 


ance reached the scene. The initial 
call was received at 12:51 P.M. in 
the Corvallis Fire Alarm Head- 
quarters. Two pumpers, one 750- 
gpm unit and one 500-gpm unit, re- 
sponded. The first unit operated 
briefly on the burning machine shed 
before laying a 21-inch line to the 
swimming pool. The second pumper 
laid two 2!5-inch lines from. the 
80,000-gallon capacity swimming 
pool and initiated drafting opera- 
tions. A fourth 21-inch line was 
overhauled from the  750-gpm 
pumper. Both pumpers continued 
to supply the four 2!5-inch lines 
(one of which had been wyed into 
two 14-inch lines) for approxi- 
mately an hour when the 500-gpm 
unit was relieved. The 750-gpm 
unit picked up one of the 21-inch 
lines and remained at the scene until 
after 5:00 p.m. Twenty-one hundred 
feet of 2’%-inch hose, 650 feet of 
11-inch hose, 14 paid men and 32 
volunteers were engaged by the 
Corvallis Department. 

Fairplay Rural Fire Protection 
District responded with a 900-gallon 
tanker equipped with a 100-gpm 
pump and two hose reels. The unit 
arrived almost simultaneously with 
the Corvallis equipment and was 
assigned the task of protecting ex- 
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100 
PAGES 


Serving Honestly and Faithfully for 
MORE THAN 49 YEARS 


W. S. DARLEY & CO. 


Copy this letter | wrote the Mayor two 
years ago — just change the word “tires” 
to “truck.”’ 


ESTABLISHED 1908 CHICAGO 12, ILLINOIS 
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Farm Home officials, utilizing 
their irrigation system, were able to 
set up a water supply into the area 
from which a hose line was placed in 
operation on the smouldering pile of 
baled hay located adjacent to the 
milking parlor in the ruins of the 
dairy barn. Overhauling and re- 
moval of the baled hay continued 
for several days after the fire. 

The investigation failed to defi- 
nitely establish the cause. Based on 
the information supplied by early 

al observers, the fire originated on the 
ny West end of the hayloft in the loaf- 
if ing barn. Filling of the loft had 
y. | been completed by the last of June. 
The danger period from overheated 
qq} hay should have been past. Farm 
| Officials stated that the hay was 
thoroughly dry when placed in the 


THE TRICK: Challenge anyone to tie a knot in a 
string that is held at both ends, without letting go of either end. 
WHAT YOU NEED: A piece of twine four feet long. 


PRESENTATION: Hold the string as in Figure 1. Drape the string 


1e sili a . over your left wrist as in Figure 2. Weave the right hand into 

» | loft; in fact, dryer than usual. Offi- ag 

Pr / 7 ; the loop and out again as in Figure 3. The string should be in 

ba cials also stated that the loft roof os Fi aT ieee asad he | fall off 
. . 5 as “ig . Tu sur hands down, letting the loops fall o 

| Was in need of repairs and leaked on ee a ae ae eee eee ee a ae 

g 


occasions when rains occurred after the hands. Now for a very subtle move. As 
long dry spells. The area had ex- 
perienced rainy weather some two 
d weeks prior to the fire. There is a 
possibility, though rather remote, 
that this may have been the cause. 
Farm Officials state that though 
branch light circuits were located in 


the loops fall, release end A (Figure 5). 
Let it slip through loop B. At the same 
time, grasp part C of end A and 
pull the string tight, and you have a 
knot. The final move cannot be seen 
when done quickly without 


the loft area, they did not extend naonanie. 

h into the west end, which would ap- There will be no hesitation in 

il pear to eliminate this possibility. ordering Blackinton badges because 

d | The last person known to have been you know that Blackinton makes 

f | in the area does not smoke. How- the finest quality badges you 

» | ever, there is the possibility that can buy, and quality is one thing 

e some other person or persons may acy es ea es es 
have been smoking in the loft area. Gak:ie nacemary tesa heey Oe 

. Nor can the possibility that the fire is as personal as your badge. Ask 


your equipment supplier to tell 
you the complete facts about top quality 
Blackinton badges. 
Many Police and Fire badge styles 
are now available in HI-GLO. See 
your equipment supplier for more 
information. 


n was not accidental be discounted. 
1 (Readers interested in analyses of 
it other farm fires can obtain Occupancy 
h Fire Record FR54-6, a 12-page, il- 
is lustrated, 81% by 11-in. booklet, at 50 
- | cents per copy, from the NFPA Pub- 
lications Department. — Ed.) 


FIREMEN! 
. 
Increase Your Income! 
We can show you how to turn your 
B “off hours” into steady income 
selling well established, repeat order 
line of business forms and sales aids 
to Automobile dealers, Garages and 
Filling stations. We furnish you 
— FREE complete sales kit. 
ighest commissions paid. as . 
City State 


NO INVESTMENT NECESSARY! [) I would like to know more about the new HI-GLO metal 
For full particulars, write to badges. 
p BARRY CLEVELAND CORPORATION V. H. BLACKINTON & CO., INC. 130 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE 
2183 West 26th Street, Cleveland 13, Ohio ATTLEBORO FALLS, MASSACHUSETTS 


Rais nse. ede eins: at ann inant Gari ian lina atl 


— CLIP AND SAVE 


Please send me your free and complete information on 
BLACKINTON badges. 


Name 
Street 


No. J 
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If you aren’t satisfied with your present 
siren — order a FEDERAL STH-10! 

If you are buying a siren for the first 
time why risk anything known to be 
less satisfactory. Have your specifica- 
tions call for a FEDERAL STH-10 Siren. 
Write for literature today. 


ae UE 


A few months ago we announced the new 
STH-10 Siren. Its performance is an outstand- 
ing improvement over its predecessor the 
STL-10, which in turn was a radical advance 
over conventional sirens. 


Customer reaction was enthusiastic, it con- 
firmed what our research and testing in- 
dicated. Our customers give outstanding praise 
to the performance of this siren in an area 
where other sirens have never given satis- 
factory coverage. 


We do not claim the impossible for the STH-10; 
for maximum satisfaction the best possible 
location, mounting height, power supply and 
electric wiring are still necessary; but our ex- 
perience to date shows the STH Siren will do a‘ 
better job under a given set of conditions. 


8717 S. State Street, Chicago 19, Illinois 


SIGN and Bi[7. 7.\9 Corporation 
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HOSE CONDITIONING TM 


STORAGE RACKS 


FIRE HOSE DRYER 

The patented, electrically operated 
Cireul-Air hose dryer circulates pre- 
warmed fresh air through ae 
coiled hose at the rate of 5 to 6 : 

changes per minute. Saves floor space, 
hard work and lengthens hose life. No 
other drying method is so fast — so 
economical — so easy to use. Circul- 
Air is the preferred drying method in 
over 4,000 leading Fire Departments. 


@ LABORATORIES 


APPROVED 


Rote. fet AUTOMATIC FIRE HOSE WASHER 
WASHES — RINSES— DRAINS HOSE 


Washes, Rinses, Drains hose thoroughly 


and quickly. 


Simple, one-man operation. 


Ashes, dirt, mud and sludge are auto- 


matically se ‘rubbed out and flushed away. 


Saves time. Lengthens hose life. 
Write for Folder 
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Hose Threa 


(> JULY 10. 1957, Governor 
Goodwin J. Knig » CT: 


Knight of Cali- 
fornia signed an important bill per- 
taining to fire hose thread standardi- 
zation in that State. The bill 
amends the California Health and 
Safety Code relating to standardi- 
zation of threaded fittings of fire 
prevention equipment. Battalion 
Chief Robert Ely of the San Diego 
Fire Department, member of the 
NFPA Committee on Fire Hose, has 
devoted years of effort towards the 
standardization of fire hose threads. 
In reporting the new California 
amendment Chief Ely states that 
the law also includes provision for 
fine or imprisonment for any person 
who offers fire protection equipment 
with threaded parts which are not 
equipped with the standard thread. 

Chief Ely states an the 2%-in. 
fire hose thread in California has 
been National Standard since 1932. 
However, at least four different 
threads for 11%-in. fire hose are now 
being used in the State. The dif- 
ficulties caused by this lack of 
standardization, particularly during 
large-scale fires and mutual aid 
operations, brought action by the 
California fire chiefs who initiated 
the Assembly Bill mentioned above. 

The bill makes an appropriation 
to the State Fire Marshal to procure 
and make available to fire depart- 
ments of governmental agencies such 
rethreading equipment and _ tools 
necessary to convert 1%-in. 
threaded fittings to National Stand- 
ard fire hose thread. It allows a 
five-year period for the conversion 
to be made. This period of time 
permits fire departments to start 
purchasing National Standard 
threads immediately on all new 
equipment, and through careful 
planning and by use of adaptors 
and rethreading equipment the con- 
version to National Standard thread 
can be made without too much dif- 
ficulty or expense. Thus at the end 
of five years all threads on 1!%-in. 
fire hose and fittings in California 
will be standardized. 

California State Fire Marshal 
Joseph R. Yockers reports that 
NFPA Standard No. 194 “Fire 
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Threads’”’ is 
used when questions are asked con- 
cerning the specifications of thread 
patterns. (This standard includes 
specifications for National Standard 


Hose Couplings Screw 


fire hose screw threads from 34-lo 
§-in. size together with suggested 
washer dimensions. It is available 
from the NFPA executive office al 
25 cents per copy. Ed.) 

The Fire Marshal’s Office has two 
complete sets of tools for standardi- 
zing 4-in. suction hose threaded 
fittings and fire hydrants. Threads 
of 214-in. size throughout the State 
already conform to National Stand- 
ard fire hose thread specifications. 
Marshal Yockers reports that when 
the 1'%-in. thread standardization 
has been completed there will only 
remain the minor problem of stand- 
ardizing 5- and 6-in. suction hose 
threads. 


oo 


Training in Ohio 

N HAMILTON, OHLO, recently, 

more than 300 members of rural 
fire departments received practical 
training in fire attack. Fifteen con- 
demned dwellings in the community 
were burned to give the fire fighters 
opportunity to use water fog tech- 
niques for extinguishment. The 
training exercise was approved by 
the State Fire Marshal’s Office and 
included the following organiza- 
tions: Hamilton, New Miami, Mill- 
ville, Oxford, Fairfield Township, 
Liberty Township Fire  Depart- 
ments, members of the Butler 
County Firemen’s Association, and 
the Ist Area 11th Mobile Support 
Group of the Civil Defense. As 
reported in FireEMEN for April, 1955, 
fire departments in the State of 
Ohio follow definite procedures for 
such building fire tests, to be pro- 
tected against liability for injury or 
property damage. 





Improving your fire station library? 
Write for a free list of NFPA pub- 
lications available from the NFPA 
Publications Department, 60 Battery- 
march Street, Boston 10, Mass. 


















































































































nse and all other emergency units . . . 
o can do more for you for less 


These low cost, really high-quality FM receivers are ultra- 
sensitive —give you. , powerful reception even in the 
weakest signal area. iaalsoredies allow you to expand your 
communication system to its highest efficiency at a cost you 
can afford. 






























































the MINUTE MAN 

MR-33, MR-10 — Tunable FM receivers for 
powerful, static-free monitoring of all stations 
on either the 30-50 or 152-174 mec band. 3uv 
sensitivity. 7 tubes plus rectifier. 


















































the SIGNAL MASTER 
MRC-33, MRC-10 —For the first time, a low cost 
crystal-controlled receiver of quality design. Pre-set 
to any frequency in the 25-54 or 147-174 mc bands. 
2.5uv sensitivity, 8 tubes plus rectifier. Crystal included. 
Both units feature powerful 5” speaker, fully tuned 
RF stage, built-in squelch. Housed in rugged metal 
cabinets. 110-120V, 60 cycle, AC only. U.L. approved. 
The Minute Man—$64,50. The Signo! Master—$76.50. 


7 : Write today for information describing all 
0) fl | 0 fa | 0) MONITORADIOS—the world’s most complete 
line of emergency receiving equipment. 
Division of 1.D.E.A., Inc. * 7900 Pendleton Pike * Indianapolis 26, Indiana 
Franchises available to qualifying companies 


Burton BROWNE ADVERTISING 



























































Aerial Ladder on Commercial Chassis 


Peter Pirsch & Sons Co. of Kenosha, Wisconsin, is now building aerial ladder trucks with commercial 
chassis. The aerial ladders are provided in 65-, 
chassis of suitable size and design desired by the purchaser. 


75-, and 85-foot sizes on any make of commercial 


The aluminum alloy ladder and the hoist are the same as used in the larger custom-built line of 
aerial ladder trucks built by the Company. Ground ladders provided are of aluminum alloy con- 


struction or of Douglas fir. 


these aerials; together with booster tanks, 
National 

{PRE 1957 edition of the = six- 
volume set of National Fire 


Codes has just been published. The 
volumes may be obtained by writing 
to the NFPA Publications Depart- 
ment or by indicating your selection 
when renewing membership in the 


TO YOUR GROUP 
FOR SELLING 
SUS EUS Lt) 
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AUTOMATIC = 
COFFEE PERCOLATOR | 


Just fill with cold water and 
coffee... this new coffee maker 
perks 30, 40 or 50 cups of deli- 
cious coffee automatically ...and 
it's FREE just for selling 50 
boxes of Deluxe Christmas 
Cards. Easy and lots of fun! No 
money needed... cards sent on 
credit...all shipping charges 
prepaid ...no hidden expenses 
Send name, address, and name 
of organization teday for com- 
plete details and 2 boxes of 
cards on approval. 


Holiday Comp 
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Dept. H-6410C€ 
anY Bedford, Va. 








1957 


Booster pumps or pumps of larger capacities are also available for 
hose compartments, 


tools, and other equipment. 


Fire Codes 


Each of the volumes 
contains all of the revised standards 
adopted during the recent NFPA 
annual meeting. The complete set 
is made up of the following books: 

Vol. I, Flammable Liquids and 
(rases, 896 pages, clothbound, illus- 
strated; Vol. II, Combustible Solids, 
Dusts, Chemicals and Explosives, 624 
pages, clothbound, illustrated; Vol. 
III, Building Construction and 
Equipment, 736 pages, clothbound, 
illustrated; Vol. IV, Extinguishing 
Equipment, 1088 pages, clothbound, 
illustrated; Vol. V, Electrical, 704 
pages, clothbound, illustrated; Vol. 
VI, Transportation and Miscellane- 
ous, 672 pages, clothbound, illus- 
trated. 

Each of the above volumes is 
priced at $6.00, but the entire set 
may be purchased for only $30.00. 
Each book contains the NFPA 
standards pertinent to the main 
subject. However, most of the in- 
dividual standards are also avail- 
able in separate pocket-sized pam- 
phlets. 


Association. 


Fire Prevention Activities 
HE Abington Township, Penn- 
svlvania Fire Department con- 
sists of five volunteer fire companies 
with 15 pieces of radio-equipped ap- 
paratus. The Department protects 
an area of 15 square miles with ap- 
proximately 14,000 homes and an 
estimated population of more than 
44,000. 

The Department recently  con- 
ducted a community child fire safety 
campaign and received good edi- 
torial coverage in the five weekly 
newspapers and the county daily 
newspaper circulated to the Town- 
ship. In conjunction with the cam- 
paign one of the members of the De- 
partment rode in an open 
vertible dressed as Sparky. A 
slogan on the rear of the car said, 
“Support the Abington Township 
Fire Department’s Current Child 
Fire Safety Campaign. Don't 
Leave Children Unattended 
Ever!” 
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Fire Prevention Contest 

IRE departments planning to 

enter the NFPA Fire Preven- 
tion Contest are reminded that the 
closing date is November 30. All 
entries must be received at the 
NFPA executive office, 60 Battery- 
march Street, Boston 10, Massachu- 
setts, by that date. 

The Contest is open to all muniec- 
ipalities in the United States and 
Canada, to industries, and to gov- 
ernmental, military, naval and air 
force installations. This vear judg- 
ing of the entries will be based on 
the year-round fire prevention ef- 
forts reported rather than Fire Pre- 
vention Week activities alone. In 
order to maintain uniformity of re- 
porting and to facilitate judging, it 
is recommended that the maximum 
size of an entry be 18 in. square. 
It is also recommended that the 
booklet which reports the activities 
be limited to 40 pages. 





















































































































































Fire School Dates 


Arizona: The 5th Annual Arizona 
State Fire Training School will be held at 
19. Write to Bat- 
talion Chief Jake Siken, Firefighting In- 
struction Supervisor, 49 South — First 








Phoenix, October 17 









Street, Phoenix, Arizona. 

Kansas: The 28th Annual State Fire 
School will be held at the University of 
Kansas, Lawrence, in October. Write to 
Director Clyde A. Babb, 111 Fraser Hall, 
University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas. 
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Books 


for 
Fire 


Fighters 


IMPORTANT 
Pea DUST EXPLOSIONS 


BEPORT 


DUST EXPLOSIONS 


Clothbound $3.00 
814 pages 
6 by 9 inches 


75 photographs 


Violent dust explosions cause disastrous loss 
of life and property. They shatter buildings 


and start destructive widespread fires. 


You, as a fire fighter, must know how to pro- 
tect yourself and your community against 
such incidents. 


This new book has 1,900 detailed accounts of 
dust explosions with 75 photographs of actual 
incidents. [t reports the causes, casualties and 
property damage resulting from such ex- 
plosions in the United States and Canada 
since 1890. By studying this information you 
can develop sound inspection programs as well 


as effective pre-planning for fire incidents. 


Send for your copy today by using the simple 
order form below. 


FIRE PROTECTION 
FOR CHEMICALS 


Clothbound $3.00 
152 pages 


5% by 8%4 inches 
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NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION FB 10 
60 Batterymarch Street, Boston 10, Massachusetts 


Gentlemen: Please send me 


copies of Important Dust Explosions at $3.00 per copy. 


copies of Fire Protection for Chemicals at $3.00 per copy. 


Name 


Address 


City or Town 


State 


Check for $ enclosed. 


Please send bill. 


What do you know about chemicals? Know 
how to make a fireground size-up of a chemical 
plant? 


This book will lead you to the answers. 


Assistant Chief Charles W. Bahme, head of 
the Los Angeles Fire Department’s Bureau of 
Personnel Training, tells fire fighters about the 
handling and storing of chemicals. He de- 
scribes each chemical briefly and suggests 
proper fire protection and fire fighting tech- 
niques. 


Here, for example, are some of Chief Bahme’s 
comments: 


“Aldehydes are usually volatile, flammable, 
soluble in water, and have a sharp penetrating 
odor. ... 


“They possess the widest range of chemical 


activity of any class of organic chemicals. .. . 


“Water can be used in fighting aldehyde fires, 
the same as for alcohol; care should be taken to 
avoid prolonged breathing of fumes. The un- 
saturated aldehyde, acrolein, is flammable and 
highly toxic.”’ 


Fire Protection for Chemicals is a handy 
reference book for your fire station library. 
It’s must reading for all members of the fire 
service! 


Send for your copy today! 


What other reference books 
do you have in 


your fire station library? 
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Cincinnati’s New Officers 
HREE Battalion Chiefs of the 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Fire Depart- 
ment have been promoted to the 
rank of Assistant Chief. Battalion 
Chiefs Bert Lugannini, William 
Flame, and Joseph 8S. Devine, Jr., 
scored highest in competetive ex- 
aminations to reach the new rank. 
One of the three will take the posi- 
tion formerly occupied by the pres- 
ent Fire Chief Dan Vogel, who be- 
came Chief of Department on 
April 1 of this year. 


wm 


X» IN A HURRY? 
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with this 


FIREMAN’S SUIT 


® One piece construction... fully zippered. 
Free Swing back. 

© Combination low cost uniform and fire 
fighting garment. 
Slips on in a hurry... saves time. 
Made of fine Egyptian cotton. . 
and spray proof. 

@ Used by many volunteer firemen... per- 
fect for leisure wear. 

® Made and designed by specialists and 
contractors to the U.S. Air Force and Navy. 

® Made in Blue, Scarlet, Black, White and 
Khaki in sizes 34 through 
46. (Blue, White and 
Scarlet in long sizes.) 


. wind 


Now at a New Low 
Price. 


Only *12°° 


Order today! Write 
for brochure. Send 
money order or 
check and specify 
color and sizes. 


LION 


Dept. F 1 
Dayton 3, Ohio 
1410 Flower St. 
Los Angeles 15, Calif 









Inc. 


Ti fast, modern way to 


handle, store and load hoxe. 
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Longevity Record? 

N MARLBOROUGH, Massachu- 

setts, Fire Captain Herbert 8. 
Bartlett celebrated his 89th birthday 
recently. According to reports, he 
began fighting fires as a lad of 15 in 
1883. Ten years later he was offi- 
cially appointed to the Marlborough 
Fire Department and has served 
ever since, or for a total service of al- 
most 75 years as a fire fighter. 

He was quoted as saying that he 
would remain with the Fire Depart- 
ment until he died. 
























A permanent record 
of honor and service 
in enduring bronze 


There is no finer way . . . to pay permanent 
honor . . than an everlasting record in a 
dignified International Bronze plaque. 












Write today for our beautifully illustrated 
Brochure A. . . showing hundreds of original 
ideas for reasonably priced solid bronze 
plaques, honor rolls, memorials, awards, tes- 
timonials, commemorative tablets. For trophy, 
medal, cup ideas, write for Brochure B. 
to Dept. 57. 


INTERNATIONAL BRONZE TABLET CO., INC 
150 West 22nd St., New York 11, N.Y 


HOSE STORAGE 


AND 


LOADING UNIT 


Saves time — Saves space 


Holds 1,800 feet of 24%” hose and propor- 
tionately more of 144” hose in an 814’ space 
(loading table detached). Easy, convenient 
Roll it right up to the truck for 


complete hose reload 


to use. 


out of the way 


when not in use. Equipped with locking 


fiber-wheeled casters. 


WRITE FOR FOLDER 


THE Guz, 7R CORPORATION 


575 East Milwaukee, Detroit 2, Mich. 





Sparky in Argentina M 









HE NFPA Public Relations De- N 

partment frequently receives let- wh 
ters from youngsters of many coun-} fire de} 
tries, expressing their appreciation} ¢omplai 
of Sparky. The letter below was re-} opportu 
cently received from a 12-vear-old[ zine. 2 





boy in Buenos Aires and is typical 
of the comments such youngsters 
make about the Sparky fire preven- 
tion program. 

teaders who want information on 


ments, 
mine are 
officer } 
ers that 
joins N 















obtaining membership in Sparky departn 
Fire Department for youngsters in} jon to 
their own community should write} year, pi 
to the NFPA Public Relations De-] 5) the 
partment, 60 Batterymarch Street, | membe 


Boston 10, Massachusetts. 
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Buenos Aires, August 17, 1957 
Dear Sir: 
Lam Mr. O. 


Greendio) son. For many vears I have re- 


Roberto Kugler (Editor 










ceived a lot of pamphlets of Sparky and 


I have made him the king of my room. | membe 
Today I have received the Sparky news If de 
very anxiously. mailed 
















I have my room just as Sparky has 


e dresses 
said and I am very proud to do so. Yester- 


Howev 
notifies 
addres 


day I have shown to my school friends the 
pamphlets and they were very interested 
on them. When I grow up I will be just as 
my father: I will continue the campaign 
against fire. If I would be there I shall be 
an Inspector of the youngsters so as to 


I have 


eation 
to Fir 


NBP 


fight against fire and indulgence. 
































now 12 years but if with the running of the chiefs 
vears | shall be capable to visit that coun } cently 
try, that is United States, I would. visit Tot: 
that wise department that’s called NFPA th , 
in 1 
Very trul ‘S: : 
r ly your : Associ 
Roberto R. Kugler fire d 
Casilla de Correo 2621 . 
: fighte! 
Bs Aires, Argentina 
maga? 
, . . 
Portland’s Fire Marshals Con 
ment « 
Flor 
Volunt 
Beach. 
Ihlin 
Barry. 
Indi 








partme 
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ment, 
The Portland, Oregon, Fire Department re- Nev 
cently pointed with pride to four men who Inc., 
have filled the office of Fire Marshal. The Fire ( 
photo above was taken during the recent Depar 
Convention of the Pacific Coast Inter-Mountain ‘ 
Association of Fire Chiefs and shows (left to Comp: 
right): Fire Marshal Edward Grenfell, former Villag 
Chief of Department, now retired; Fire ; 
Marshal Jay W. Stevens, National Board of Nov 
Fire Underwriters; Fire Marshal Miles &. ment, 
Woodworth, NFPA Flammable Liquids Engi- 
neer; and present Fire Marshal Dale F. Per 
Gilman, Fire ¢ 





Membership Report 
N OCCASION, fire fighters 
who belong to NFPA member 
-lfire departments have voiced the 
complaint that they do not get the 
opportunity to read FirEMEN maga- 
zine. Apparently, in some depart- 
ments, subscriptions to the maga- 
zine are obtained only for the top 
officer personnel. We remind read- 
ers that whenever a fire department 
ioins NFPA, every member in the 
department can obtain a subscrip- 
tion to FrrEMEN for only $2.00 per 
year, providing his name is included 
on the roster submitted with the 
membership renewal. Since a great 
many fire departments renew mem- 
bership between December and 
April, it might be appropriate at this 
time to conduct a poll of fire fight- 
ing personnel so that a complete list 
of names will be available when 
membership is due for renewal. 

If desired, the magazine will be 
mailed directly to the home ad- 
dresses of fire department members. 
However, the NFPA should be 
notified immediately when mailing 
addresses are changed. If no notifi- 
cation is received, the subscription 
to FIREMEN magazine will stop. 


NOPA Welcomes the following 


chiefs and fire departments who re- 
cently have joined the Association. 

Total fire department membership 
in the National Fire Protection 
\ssociation how amounts to 2 461 
fire departments with 25,704 fire 
fighters subscribing to FIREMEN 
magazine. 


Connecticut: Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment of Prospect, Ine., Prospect. 


Florida: Chief Albert R. Walker, Rio 
Volunteer Fire Department, Rio Jensen 
Beach. 

Iinois: Barry Fire Protection District, 
Barry. 


Indiana: Lakeland Volunteer Fire De- 
partment, Michigan City. 

Iowa: Postville Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment, Postville. 


New York: Chas. Pfizer & Company, 
Inc., Brooklyn; Volis, Logan & Hector 
Fire Company, Hector; Levittown Fire 
Department, Levittown; Lewiston Fire 
Company No, 2, Ine., Lewiston; Theresa 
Village Fire Department, Theresa. 

Nova Scotia: Yarmouth Fire Depart- 
ment, Yarmouth, 


Pennsylvania: Fairless Hills Volunteer 
Fire Company, Fairless Hills. 


CR 


DELUGE GUN 


NEW 


DIRECTIONAL 


HAND WH} 
CONTROL 


c 


The NEW HAND WHEEL CONTROL 

enables one man to operate the gun. 
It will hold in any position. 

EASY TO OPERATE — STURDY — SAFE 
Send for complete information 


SAMUEL EASTMAN CO., INC. 
CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


& 


LF 


) Yor Men of ACTION! 


The Original MIDWESTERN 


STRIPED SAFETY COAT 


Reduces Accidents — Saves Lives! 


When working under hazardous con- 
ditions in smoke, fog, dust and dark- 
ness, you deserve the safety protec- 
tion found only in the Midwestern 
Striped Safety Coat. The highly 
visible yellow stripes are rubberized 
as part of the material . . . not 
glued, painted or sewed on. 


There are many imitations but no substitute for 
Midwestern quality, design, fabric texture and safety 
features. For complete information see your Mid- 
western dealer. A letter to the factory will also bring 
you literature and materials for your inspection. 


Le ada a SAFETY MFG. co. CTS UT hmm ated ey 
Manufacturers of the Famous MACKINAW Safety Coats 
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INDEX TO 
ADVERTISERS 


Page 
V. H. Blackinton & Company,inc. . 23 
Cairns & Brother, Inc. . . . . . 20 


Chiksan Company (FMC Sub- 


sidiary) 4 


Circul-Air Corporation . . 24, 28 
Barry Cleveland Corporation Re 
W.S. Darley & Company . . . 22 
Samuel Eastman Company, Inc. . 29 
Federal Sign & Signal Corporation 24 
Hale Fire Pump Company .. . 20 
Holiday Company ...... 26 


International Association of Fire 
Chiefs 


International Bronze Tablet Com- 
SAME 6s at ea ee ee oO 


Lion Uniform Company .... 28 


Midwestern Safety Manufactur- 
ing empeny «ss « ss « BF 


Monitoradio Division, |.D.E.A.,Inc.. 25 
National Preparatory Institute . 30 
Powhatan Brass & Iron Works. 2 
Rockwood Sprinkler Company . 19 
D. B. Smith & Company ... . 5 
Sta-Dri Company ...... 20 
Ward LaFrance Truck Corporation 31 


PROMOTIONAL 
STUDY COURSE 


The National Preparatory Insti- 
tute offers a course of instruction 
in Fire Prevention, Fire Protection 
and Fire Fighting which will help 
you to improve your knowledge 
of fire field subjects and assist 
you in your studies for promotion. 


PRICED FOR A 


FIRE FIGHTER’S BUDGET! 


Engine and Ladder Company pro- 
cedures — inspections, hydraulics, sal- 
vage, overhauling these and many 
other subjects are covered. 


MASSACHUSETTS FIRE FIGHTERS: 


Ask for special information on Mas- 
sachusetts Civil Service Examination 
preparation. 


For further information, at no cost to you, 


write today to: 


NATIONAL PREPARATORY 
INSTITUTE 


33B SWEETSER TERRACE 
EAST LYNN, MASS. 
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EQUIPMENT 
EWS 


New President for Gamewell 


Grenfell A. Swim of Needham, Massa- 
chusetts, has been elected President and 
General Manager of the Gamewell Com- 
pany, Newton Upper Falls, Massachusetts. 
He has been serving as Executive Vice 
President of the Firm since June, 1956, 
when he was promoted from the position of 
General Sales Manager. Mr. Swim joined 
Gamewell in 1930. 


Dry Chemical Extinguishers 


Two new pressurized dry chemical port- 
able fire extinguishers have been an- 
nounced by Walter Kidde and Company, 
Inc., Belleville, New Jersey. 


Available 
in 20 and 30 pound capacities, the ex- 
tinguishers have been listed by Under- 
writers’ Laboratories, Inc. and Factory 
Mutual Engineering Division. According 
to the manufacturer, the operator simply 
aims the discharge horn at the fire and 
pulls the trigger to release the dry chemi- 
cal. An automatic operating trigger lock- 
ing pin is incorporated in the discharge 
horn clamp. For further information 
write to the manufacturer at the above 
address. 


Donald F. West has been appointed 
Atlanta District sales manager for Mine 
Safety Appliances Company... .. Mr. 
Lloyd L. Pernot is the new domestic sales 
manager and supervisor of assistant and 
district sales managers in the Four Wheel 
Drive Auto Company dealer organization. 


Do you have the latest Cairns & Brother, 
Inc., Catalog No. 350 which shows things 
the fireman needs for his personal equip- 


ment? It’s free for the asking from Cairns 
«& Brother, Inc., Allwood, Clifton, New 
. Check the fire protection 
equipment available for fire extinguishing 


Jersey. 


systems, alarm systems and detectors, 
foam and water equipment and airport 
crash trucks. Contact Cardox Corpora- 
tion, 307 North Michigan Avenue, Chi- 
cago 1, Illinois. 


A complete catalog on vehicle and hand 
lights carefully designed for fire, police- 
utility companies and industries is now of- 
fered by Carpenter Manufacturing Com- 
pany, 218 Bradley Street, Somerville 45, 
Mass..... Have you seen the new 16 mm 
movie film ‘Modern Firefighting’? Write 
to Chiksan Company, 300 No. Pomona 
Ave., Brea, Calif 
transistorized “‘T-Power’ 2-way mobile 


Motorela’s new 


radio units are illustrated and described 
in a new folder E-190. Write to Motorola 
Communications and Electronics, Ince., 
1501 West Augusta Boulevard, Chicago 
51, Illinois. .... Mr. E. L. Mays is the new 
manager of the Washington, D. C., branch 
of Mack Trucks, Inc., according to L. E, 
Minkel, Mack Trucks, Inc., general sales 
manager EL-TEC radio traffic con- 
trollers (Electronic Protection, Inc., 2085 
North Hawthorne Avenue, Melrose Park, 
Illinois) have been certified for acceptance 
by the Federal Civil Defense Administra- 
tion. 


A new 216-gal. pressurized “Instant” 
extinguisher is being produced by the Fyr- 
Fyter Division of the Fyr-Fyter Company, 
Dayton 1, Ohio, using the well-known 
“Karbaloy” extinguishing agent under 
pressure The Diamond Jubilee Cata- 
log on fire service badges is now available 
from the C. C. Braxrmar Co., Inc., 216 
East 45th St., New York 17, N. Y..... 
For your annual fund-raising campaign 
or firemen’s ball solicitation, look into the 
telephone decals reading “In Case of Fire, 
Dial - ——, Courtesy of —— Fire 
Department.” Available at $20.00 per 
thousand through U. S. Decal Company, 
P. O. Box 193, Williamsville, N. Y..... 
RCA’s miniature transistorized, 10-ounce 
FM radio receivers designed to provide 
extensions of several miles of radio systems 
operating in the 150 me band have passed 
field tests and are now undergoing experi- 
ments by the New York City Police De- 
partment according to C. M. Lewis, 
manager, Communications Products De- 
partment, Radio Corporation of America, 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. 


Looking for an inexpensive and manu- 
facturer-guaranteed wet water and foam 
agent for your tanks? Check with S. G. 
Stevens Co., 3859 Lockwood Ave., Toledo 
12, Ohio High quality materials and 
expert workmanship are important factors 
in fire department brass goods. Study the) 
nozzles and playpipes manufactured bys 
F. N. McIntire Brass Works, Inc., 377 
Putnam Avenue, Cambridge 39, Mass. 





